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Learning  English  through  Sports  Communication 
 

Foreword 
 
What is learning English through Sports Communication? To learn sports vocabulary such as 
equipment and rules or to read sports fan websites or to read sports product reviews or to write 
about profiles of sports idols or to produce advertising leaflets as suggested in the EDB resource 
package? What is the use of such glossaries and facts to our lives? Can such knowledge broaden 
our horizons and take us beyond the turf of sports to other parts of the world? Is such information 
thought-provoking and effective in urging us to think more about human strengths and 
weaknesses? 
 
“Most of our panel members are ladies, who are not so keen on sports, so this module is out of 
the question in our school,” said many people. Who to teach? Are sports experts such as PE 
teachers the only suitable candidates for this job? I used to think so. I do exercise not too rarely, 
but I cycle at the pace of walking, do not do more than 8 laps at each swimming trip in the pool 
and do not sweat much after playing squash. I know nothing about golf but I followed the news 
about Tiger Wood’s defeats during his father’s dying days and my heart sank for him. His 
determination to climb out of the abyss out of gratitude towards his beloved dad was more than 
touching. Tennis and motor-cycling are and will always be beyond my capabilities, and yet stories 
about Nadal and Federer and Sinner among others fascinate me. “I was close to perfect at the 
match and he made a few more mistakes than usual,” said Nadal about his victory over Federer in 
July 2008. How can you not moved by such simple words of great pride for one’s achievement 
and at the same time of great respect for the defeated? Sinner was a man in history but I still read 
with interest how Schumarker are compared with him. How far would have Sinner gone if he had 
not died young? 
 
The sport page is nothing less than great literature. Anyone who enjoys serious books and films 
and takes pleasure in thinking about life can’t miss this page. The reading is even more 
indispensable for those who are looking for elegant styles of writing to improve their language 
standards. ( SCMP and Mingpao are strongly recommended for serious readers. )  
 
The following ideas are some possibilities of enhancing students’ critical thinking and language 
skills. Time constraints have compelled me to provide only raw material and primitive teaching 
suggestions accompanied with only a few worksheets.  
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Perspectives  
 
A. Personal 
 

B National / 
International 

C. Commercial D. Miscellaneous 

1. Health 
 
2. Image 
 
3. Growth : 
  a. Struggle – Studies or 

sport? 
  b. Finding a purpose in 

life 
  c. Black sheep coming 

back 
 
4. Sports change one’s 

fate 

1. National honour 
 
2. National unity  

– Iraq 
- Spain 
 

3. Politics 
 
  a. As propaganda 
 
  b. To achieve political 

aims 
 
  c. To prevent political 

unrest at the Beijing 
Olympics 

 
    -Tibet & Torch 

Relays 
 
    -Nazi Olympics 
 
    -Munich massacre 
 
  d. Ping-pong 

diplomacy 
   

 1. Big business – 
celebrity 
endorsement 

 
 2. Commemorative 

products 
 
 3. Gambling 

1. Uplifting & inspiring 
stories 

 
2. Gamesmanship 
 
3. Doping 
 
4. Literature 
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A. Personal  perspectives  
1. Sport and Health  (Refer to the Appendix) 

Activity ONE: Role Play 
       Situations – A mother urges her son / daughter to do exercise / play sports during the long 

summer holiday. 
        - A teenage girl / a young lady urges her boyfriend to do exercise / play sports with her 

during the long summer holiday. 
 
Activity TWO: Discussion 
- Why are people often encouraged to do exercise? What is the impact of doing exercise on  

life? 
- What are the reasons for not playing sports regularly?  
- What is the difference between doing exercise casually and engaging in sports seriously? 
- What are the pros and cons of individual and team sports? 
- Give examples of national sports of the following countries. Are there any special reasons 

for a certain type of sport to become a national one in a particular country?  What makes a 
national sport in general? Account for the development. 

China Japan America Brazil Australia 
     
 
2. Sport and Image 

Activity: Discussion 
- Is it a bit embarrassing to say that you seldom play sports? / Is it a proud moment when you 

say you play sports regularly? 
- What do people think of those who (do not) play sports regularly?  
- Do different kinds of sports imply different statuses? 

  
3. Sports  and  Personal  Growth  
        

a. Struggle : giving up studies for sports with a short career life 
           Activity : Role Play 
           Situation – A Form Five schoolboy, who is an aspiring badminton player, argues with his 

parents, who oppose his intention to give up his studies for full-time training for 
the Asian Youth Cup. The boy has never come lower than third in form since 
Primary Four. 

 
b. Finding a purpose in life  (Refer to the Appendixes) 

Activity ONE : Read the articles about the following people. 
– Former Hong Kong Cyclist Hung  

“Coming from a poor single-parent family, Hung left home after he was expelled from 
school. But he had a great passion for cycling and worked hard to hone his skills.” 
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– Mountaineer Hart – Suddenly, it was the end of 2003 and something was troubling him. 
‘ “I looked back on the year and asked myself what I had accomplished,” he said. 
Nothing specific came to mind. It was during this period of reflection that he settled on 
climbing the Seven Summits in order to have an annual high-light to remember.’ 

 
c. Black sheep coming back on the right track- Education Chief  

“I spent the first two years at university-like any other student- drinking and gambling. But 
a school friend of mine who had stayed true to running got me back on track.” 
 

               Activity:  
- Compare the three athletes using a table: type of sport, cause of turning to sport, present 

job 
- Work in groups of three. Each one chooses one of the articles and quotes three sentences 

or three points of the chosen article. Then they share their favourite parts with each 
other. 

 
4. Sports change one’s fate (Shaporova) (Refer to the Appendix)     

- How did her talent change her course of life?  
- Give examples of people who play sports very hard in order to improve their lives. 

 
B.  National / International perspectives 

1. National honour 
Governments take international sporting events very seriously because it is a matter of national 
honour. Last year (2007) there was a news article about a female long distance runner from a 
small war-torn country, who persisted with her training despite death threats and a very slim 
chance of winning a medal. All that mattered to her was that her participation would mean 
putting back her country back on the world stage. Such a humble wish was unimaginable to 
those who can talk about their homeland proudly. 
 
Cuba (Refer to the Appendix) 
“Former dictator Fidel Castro banned fighters from turning profession, believing they should s 

serve their country by winning medals that glorify the nation, rather than chasing their own 
fortune in the pro ranks.” 

 
        Activity : Discussion in groups of four 

- What are the pros and cons of the ban? 
- Are serving the country and turning professional incompatible? 
- What would you do now to stop elite athletes leaving the country if you were head of Cuba? 
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2. National unity – Iraq & Spain (Refer to the Appendix) 
Activity: Discussion 

- What is in common between the victory of Iraq and Spain in world sporting events? 
- What lessons have people learnt from a victory resulted from co-operation between rival 

groups of a country? 
- Do you think you can work in harmony with members of a rival group? (A rival group refer 

to those who compete with the group you belong to) 
 

3. Politics (Refer to the Appendixes) 
a. As propaganda to show a country’s progress  

- Beijing Olympics 
            The Central Government has been sparing no effort to present a highly developed national 

image to visitors. Infra-structure has been upgraded. Citizens have been encouraged to 
learn or further improve their spoken English and get into the habit of queuing up. These 
are good. But “rubbish collectors have been asked to return to their home provinces until 
after the Olympics as part of a bid to present a sanitized Games.” Is this reasonable?   

 
b. To achieve political aims 

- Tibet & Torch Relay 
Activity ONE : Discussion in groups of four: 

 Should pro-Tibet groups have disrupted torch relays? Are there any other 
better ways?  

 Should pro-Tibet groups be given rights to make protests?  
 Activity TWO: Free writing 
         Write a response to the letters to the editor (refer to the appendixes) 
 
- Nazi Olympics 
  “There was nothing the International Olympic Committee could do to stop the Nazis using 

the Olympics to promote their political ideas.” 
 
- Munich massacre, a Great Tragedy  
 A deeply saddening chapter in sports history, which should be introduced to students. 
 
 Activity : Debates 

- Political aims can effectively be achieved at sporting events. 
- Political aims should be achieved at sporting events. 
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c. To prevent political unrest at the Beijing Olympics  
  The headlines of this article reads 
 “Restrictions vex residents, tourists 
Capital akin to a forbidden city in run-up to Games” 
Activity : Free writing 
It is understandable that the Central Government wants to ensure smooth completion of the 
Games. But has the Central Government over-reacted? Is the national honour at such a 
great risk? Will too many bans spoil the Beijing Olympics? 

            
        d. To forge a political relationship 

   Ping-pong Diplomacy 
   Activity ONE : Oral presentation 
          Give an account of the famous diplomatic tactic as a political ice-breaker in two 

minutes. 
   Activity TWO: Research 
          - Write about 80words on the famous people mentioned in the article. Present the 

information in the form of a table.  
          - Why was ping-pong a successful bridge between China and other nations?  
          - Why did Premier Wen play baseball during his visit to Japan this year? 
 

C.  Commercial perspectives 
1. Big business – celebrity endorsement  

Activity ONE: Watch YouTube- TV Commercial - Guillet  
            and write down the lines of the three athletes and the voice-over 
            and compare the message with those of other TV commercials, sports and 

non-sports 
 
Activity TWO: Discussion in groups of four 
- “More and more people are paying to see pretty faces caring little about actual performance 

of athletes.” Do you agree?  
- “Top athletes are like movie/pop stars in terms of income and influence.” Do you agree? 
- “Sports have become more and more commercialized, stripped of their primary function.” 

Do you agree?  
 

2. Commemorative products (Refer to the Appendix) 
Activity ONE – Discussion in groups of four 
- What do you think is the ratio of people who buy the banknotes for “a slice of Games 

history” and who buy the banknotes for re-selling to make quick money? 
- Should commemorative products be released in limited edition? Why or why not? 

       Activity TWO – Write a one-act play showing a scene of the long queue over the two nights. 
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3. Gambling 
Activity ONE : Do research and compare sport pages of different newspapers. What is the focus 

of their reports? On mere results or on analysis of skills and strategies shown in events? 
Do their reports help readers appreciate the true qualities of certain sports and athletes 
better? 

Activity TWO : Debate 
       “Soccer gambling should not have been legalized in Hong Kong.” 

 
D. Other  perspectives  

1. Uplifting Inspiring stories  (Refer to the Appendixes) 
a. More than just a pretty face  – Footballer Beckham 
  He was consigned to the reserve list twice and yet he insisted on training hard. His positive 

attitude was a great pleasant surprise to me. 
b. Strong determination – Swimmer Shanteau put cancer behind Anita Mui 
c. Courage and determination– Disabled cyclist Otxoa came back after being hit by a car, seeing 

his brother die and spending two months in a coma 
d. Indomitable will - Blind mountaineer Welhenmayer lost his vision completely at 13– “When 

I went blind it was like getting hit in the head with a sledgehammer: I was not afraid to see 
darkness. What I worried about was that my life would become meaningless…But you have 
to turn into the storm and take it head on.” 

      Activity : Drama 
              Write a 15-minute play on the impact of the fighting spirit of a determined athlete on a 

teenage schoolboy who is thinking of giving up his studies after repeated academic 
failures.  

 
2. Gamesmanship  (Refer to the Appendix) 

Activity: Give a 2-minute presentation on ‘gamesmanship’. 
 

3. Doping  (Refer to the Appendix) 
Activity ONE: Write a summary comparing the three cases of doping 
Activity TWO: Do research and find out what kinds of sports are often associated with doping and 

why.  
Activity THREE :  Role Play 
       Situation : Person One accuses the other two of failing to observe sportsmanship. 

 Person Two defends himself against the accusation of gamesmanship  
 Person Three defends himself against the accusation of doping. 

 
4. Literature (Refer to the Appendix for Example 1) 

Many sports journalists are great writers and their writing is simply serious literature in terms of 
both analytical depth and language skills (e.g. employing figure of speech and rhymes). Profiles/ 
short biographies of top quality are often found in Sunday Morning Post.  
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Example 2  (July 17, 2008) 
From hero to zero – 
Ronaldinho’s rise 
and fall at Barcelona 
 
Two seasons ago Ronaldinho was the 
undisputed king of world football, enjoying a 
hero-like statue at Barcelona having steered the 
club to back-to-back league titles and victory in 
the Champions League. 
In 18 months, the Brazilian has suffered a fall 
from grace and is on his way from the Nou 
Camp. 
 
A dilettante attitude to training, a serious loss of 
form, an apparent weight problem and the rise of 
a new generation of hungry youngsters account 
for the change in attitude towards a player who 
was one of the most prized possessions in the 
game. 

China geared up to break European fencing 
stranglehold 
 
China’s fencing team are hoping to break 
European domination of the chivalric sport by 
producing a gilt-edged performance in Beijing
 
The dynasties of France, Italy and Hungary 
have dominated Olympiads since the 1960s but 
China made all the headlines in Athens, wining 
three silvers, and narrowly missing gold in a 
controversial bout against Italy in the men’s 
team foil final. 

 
- undisputed     - gilt-edged    - chivalric    -- prized possessions     - controversial  
- hero    - dynasties    - a fall from grace   - stranglehold    - made all the headlines
From  1__________ to zero – 
Ronaldinho’s rise 
and fall at Barcelona 
 
Two seasons ago Ronaldinho was the 
2_______________ king of world football, 
enjoying a hero-like statue at Barcelona having 
steered the club to back-to-back league titles 
and victory in the Champions League. 
In 18 months, the Brazilian has suffered 
3____________________ and is on his way 
from the Nou Camp. 
A dilettante attitude to training, a serious loss of 
form, an apparent weight problem and the rise of 
a new generation of hungry youngsters account 
for the change in attitude towards a player who 
was one of the most 4_____________________ 
in the game. 

China geared up to break European fencing 
5_______________ 
 
China’s fencing team are hoping to break 
European domination of the 6_____________ 
sport by producing a 7______________ 
performance in Beijing 
 
The 8______________ of France, Italy and 
Hungary have dominated Olympiads since the 
1960s but China  9______________________ 
in Athens, wining three silvers, and narrowly 
missing gold in a 10_________________ bout 
against Italy in the men’s team foil final. 
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Further discussion topics in groups of four 
 
1. What is the true spirit of World sporting events?  (Refer to the Appendix) 
2. Cruel common values- Second place means defeat regardless of hard work. What kind of champion 

should we aim at? 
3. Resource allocation–  

Should government resources be focused on promoting public involvement in sports (considering the 
rising fees of using sports facilities, which have become inaccessible to the grassroots) or on 
producing medalists? 

 
Last suggestion 
Visit www.wimbledon.org and get raw material for improving the four basic language skills 
 
 
 

http://www.wimbledon.org/
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Appendix A-1-1 
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Appendix A-1-2 
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Appendix A-3-b- Cyclist Hung 
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Rise  to  stardom       by  Elaine  Yau 
 
 An  uplifting  drama  based  on  the  extraordinary  life  of  local  cycling  champion 
will  be  staged  by  the  Wan  Chai  Theatre  in  August.  Directed  by  Ho  Wai-lung,  
To  Dream  The  Impossible  Dream  revolves  around the  struggles  of  former  star  cyclist  
Hung  Chung-yam  before  he  gained  success  and  fame  in  the  sports  arena. 
 Coming  from  a  poor  single-parent  family,  Hung  left  home  after  he  was  
expelled  from  school.  But  he  had  a  great  passion  for  cycling  and  worked  hard  
to  hone  his  skills.  It  wasn’t  long  before  Hung  began  to  make  his  mark  in  local  
competitions  and  he  first  represented  Hong  Kong  in  an  international  event  in  1981.  
He  came  12th  in the  road  race  at  the 1988  Seoul  Olympics. 
 Elton  Lau  Ho-cheung,  who  plays  the  cycling  hero  in  the  production,  is  
impressed  with  Hung’s  extraordinary  achievements  against  the  odds.   “It’s  really  an  
honour  for  me  to  play  him.  His  determination  and  perseverance  in  pursuing  his  
goal  was  incredible,”  said  Lau.  “I  met  him  several  times  and  his  modesty  also  
impressed  me  a  lot.  In  spite  of  his  tremendous  achievements  as  an  athlete  and  
later  success  in  the  insurance  industry,  he  is  very  modest.” 
 To  prepare  for  his  role,  Lau  said  he  sometimes  rides  the  bike.  “When  I  
was  young,  I  cycled  in  Sha  Tin  and  Tai  Wai  where  Mr  Hung  also  trained.  The  
fact  that  Mr  Hung  and  I  have  something  in common  helps  me  prepare  for  my  
role  better,”  said  the  graduate  from  the  Hong  Kong  Academy  for  Performing  Arts 
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Appendix A-3-b-1 Mountaineer Hart 
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Appendix A-3-b-2 
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Appendix A-3-c-1 Black sheep coming back on the right track- Education Chief 
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Appendix A-4- Shaparova-1  
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Appendix A-4- Shaparova-2 
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Appendix A-4- Shaparova-3 
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Appendix A-4- Shaparova-4 
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Appendix A-4- Shaparova-5 
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Appendix A-4- Shaparova-6 
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Appendix B-1- Cuba 
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Appendix B-1- China (July 10, 2008) 
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Appendix B-2- Iraq   Article 1 
 

On Eve of Asian Cup Final, Iraq Is the Proud 

Underdog  

 

Roslan Rahman/Agence France-Presse — Getty Images 

Iraq’s coaches briefed the national soccer team Saturday at practice in Jakarta, Indonesia, for the Asian Cup.  

By PETER GELLING 

Published: July 29, 2007 

JAKARTA, Indonesia, July 28 — In the Asian Cup final against Saudi Arabia on Sunday, Iraq is the 

underdog in every way imaginable. 

  
The Goal Blog

Live updates on the Asian Cup final between Iraq and Saudi Arabia, followed by postgame 

reaction from Iraq on the Goal Blog. 

Go to Goal »

Also on The Goal Blog, The Neverending Story, Again: Can Soccer Save Iraq?

Saudi Arabia, which has appeared in five of the last six finals, is a three-time champion. Iraq has never 

been to the finals and last played in the semifinals 31 years ago. 

http://goal.blogs.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/07/29/world/asia/29soccer.html?ex=1343361600&en=bef1e116d834920c&ei=5088&partner=rssnyt&emc=rss#secondParagraph#secondParagraph
http://goal.blogs.nytimes.com/
http://goal.blogs.nytimes.com/
http://goal.blogs.nytimes.com/2007/07/27/the-neverending-story-again-can-soccer-save-iraq/
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But that is only the beginning of the uphill fight for Iraq’s young, beleaguered players.  

When the Iraqi national soccer team left Malaysia for the finals here, they were delayed three hours in 

the Kuala Lumpur airport before collapsing into their cramped, economy-class seats. 

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia’s team strolled onto its stylish, private jet, accompanied by media 

representatives, interpreters, doctors and coaches, and was whisked here. 

This has been the story for the Iraqis the entire tournament. The underfinanced team has been plagued 

by endless complications with travel, accommodations, food, training and equipment. 

“From A to Z, everything has been a problem from the very beginning,” said Jorvan Vieira, the head 

coach from Brazil who brushed aside death threats to take his short-term job with Iraq. 

For starters, Iraq lost an early preliminary match against South Korea, 3-0, after traveling 36 hours to get 

to the game. And then, an already exhausted Younes Mahmoud, the team’s captain, was detained for 12 

hours in Bangkok, awaiting permission to enter the country on the eve of Iraq’s first tournament game 

against Thailand. 

Upon arriving in Kuala Lumpur for the semifinal match against South Korea, the players found their 

hotel rooms occupied by the Iranian team, which had already been eliminated. The Iraqis waited for 

hours in the lobby for rooms, delaying their scheduled practice — and sleep. 

Saudi Arabia, on the other side, with more than double the budget of Iraq and players who have been 

promised lavish gifts if they win, has had virtually no logistical problems. 

The “Lions of the Two Rivers,” as the Iraqi team is known back home, are no strangers to adversity. The 

war plays heavily on their minds and has taken at least one family member from every player on the team, 

some very recently. 

Noor Sabri, Iraq’s goalie-turned-national hero whose save helped the team defeat South Korea in penalty 

kicks to reach the final, lost his brother-in-law in a bombing four days before the team arrived in 

Bangkok for the start of the tournament. 

“We are all suffering, but we are also surviving,” said Mr. Mahmoud, the captain. “We try to concentrate 

only on the matches because it is the only way to bring happiness to the Iraqi people.” 

The team brought joy to Iraqis by simply making it to the quarterfinals, which was their modest goal in 

the beginning. After defeating Vietnam, 2-0, in the quarterfinals, spirits began to rise. And after the 

victory over South Korea, the world watched as the players cried, wrapped in Iraqi flags, on the 

Malaysian field. 

The Asian Cup, held every four years, is taking place a year early because of the logistical jam created by 

the 2008 Beijing Olympics and the European soccer championship. The next Asian Cup is set for 2011. 
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On a balmy night here on Friday, the team showed no signs of the stress of home or the pressure of the 

tournament. 

Mr. Vieira, the head coach, says the same thing to the team every day for motivation. 

“Play for the Iraqi people,” he said on Friday night. “Play to put a smile on their lips.”  

Haider Abdul Amir, a defender, says he is playing for his family. 

“I talk to my family every day,” he said. “They are so excited, so happy. It’s a wonderful thing.” 

His family lives in Baghdad and, like his fellow teammates, he was troubled by the bombings that killed 

more than 50 people there during the victory celebrations this week.  

Despite all of this, the Iraqi players have remained positive. Shy smiles splashed across their faces as they 

met the horde of journalists after Friday’s practice. The teammates then boarded a bus back to the hotel, 

their exhaustion revealed as the bus lurched through Jakarta. 

In the back of the bus, a friendly discussion quickly turned into a rollicking debate. The team argued 

about the Koran and about where one goes after dying. Sunnis and Shiites participated in the debate, and 

it lasted all the way to the hotel, illustrating another hurdle for this team, which also includes Kurds. 

Mr. Amir smiled at the arguments, at times shouting his own opinion. 

“I am a Shiite; he is a Sunni; and we are best of friends,” he said referring to Mahdi Karim, a midfielder 

who smiled broadly. He added: “We play for Iraq. We are all family on this bus.” 

Helio Anjos, the Saudi Arabian head coach, said that he was well aware of the strength of the Iraqis. 

“For tomorrow, Iraq will be a very, very tough opponent,” he said. “They are playing with a lot of emotion 

and a lot of motivation.” 
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Appendix B-2- Iraq   Article 2 

Proud finish sends Iraq flying 
(FIFA.com) Wednesday 22 August 2007 

With Iraq's fairy tale AFC Asian Cup 2007 conquest still fresh on the lips of football fans the world over, 

it is no surprise that they have been rewarded by a 16-place shoot up to 64th on the latest 

FIFA/Coca-Cola World Ranking. The milestone achievement further cemented Iraq's status as one of 

Asia's top footballing nations, and they have duly outstripped Oman and China to rank seventh in 

continental terms.  

Led by Brazilian coach Jorvan Vieira, a solitary Younis Mahmoud goal was enough for Iraq to overcome 

Saudi Arabia in the Asian Cup final and get their hands on the trophy for the first time. Moreover, by 

reigning supreme the team put smiles on the faces of their suffering compatriots back home. 

It also sent out a strong message to the world, as tournament MVP Mahmoud told FIFA.com. "Despite 

the political turmoil, they are still optimistic people". The tournament's four-goal joint top scorer went 

on to admit that it was such a belief in themselves that carried the team through. 

His views were echoed by Iraq Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki, who said the team's success was a 

tremendous boost for the people. "Our Lions of The Two Rivers have taught the world an important 

lesson," he said. "Through determination and tenacity they snatched victory. They could make it as 

long as they decided to win." 

Prodigies come of age 

The team's rebuilding process can be traced back to the previous edition of the Asian Cup three years 

ago, when Iraq fielded an U-23 side that stormed into the quarter-finals. Then, at the Men's Olympic 

Football Tournament Athens 2004, this same side reached the last four. 

Having gained precious international experience through these campaigns, thirteen players went on 

the form part of Iraq's Asian Cup squad in July. Mahmoud had been scoring consistently for both club 

and country and Nashat Akram developed into a high-quality midfielder around whom the team rotated, 

while Noor Sabri Abbas proved solid between the posts. 

With little time given to prepare themselves under a new coach, Iraq made a slow start, drawing 1-1 

with co-hosts Thailand in the tournament curtain-raiser. But in their second outing they pulled off an 

upset, beating hotly-tipped Australia 3-1 with Nashat Akram and Hawar Mohammed on target, before 

Karrar Jassim sealed a memorable victory. 

A goalless draw against Oman set up a quarter-final meeting against Vietnam, where Vieira's charges 

ran out 2-0 winners. With a place in the final at stake, the unfancied Iraqis battled bravely to hold 
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two-time Asian champions Korea Republic to a goalless draw over 120 minutes and force a penalty 

shootout, which the Gulf side won. 

In the concluding match against Saudi Arabia, Vieira's men created the majority of the chances and 

Mahmoud's header proved enough to crown Iraq as continental champions. 

If Iraq's proud finish in the Asian Cup is anything to go by, it seems that they are set to confirm their 

tag as an emerging power in the qualifying campaign for the 2010 FIFA World Cup South Africa™. They 

will play home-and-away games against Pakistan in the opening knockout round, and while a place in 

the second round should be within Iraq's grasp, they have set themselves the target of booking a place 

on the biggest stage of all for the first time since 1986. 

"Encouraged by the tremendous success, we can make it to the finals on the world stage as long as we 

stick to our performances in the Asian Cup," added Mahmoud. 
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Appendix B-2- Iraq   Article 3 

Mahmoud inspires Iraqi ecstasy 
(FIFA.com) Monday 30 July 2007 

Iraq ended the era of the 'big four' on the continental stage by defeating Saudi Arabia 1-0 in Jakarta on 

Sunday to win the 14th edition of the AFC Asian Cup. The tournament had been dominated by Korea 

Republic, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and Japan since its inception in 1956, but it was the Iraqi skipper Younis 

Mahmoud who headed home the only goal of the game to mark a new beginning for the West Asians. 

The Al Gharafa striker, who also scored the winner in a 2-1 victory over the Saudis three years ago in 

the group stage, renewed his acquaintance with the three-time Asian champions and sealed yet 

another memorable win with a pinpoint header off a Hawar Mohammed corner in the 71st minute. 

No one could have anticipated this outcome when the Iraqis, who began their campaign as underdogs 

in Group A, snatched a 1-1 draw with co-hosts Thailand in their opener courtesy of Mahmoud's 

equaliser. But Iraq stunned the watching world by beating favourites Australia 3-1 and then securing 

top spot in the pool thanks to a scoreless draw with Oman. Thereafter, Mahmoud scored both goals in 

a 2-0 reverse of Vietnam in the last eight, before Iraq eliminated Korea Republic on penalties after their 

semi-final had ended scoreless on Wednesday. 

With everyday violence ongoing in their war-torn homeland, the achievement was all the more precious 

for the Iraqis, who saw more than 50 of their compatriots killed by car bombs while celebrating their 

side's penalty shootout win over the Koreans. Their Brazilian coach Jorvan Vieira was quick to praise his 

players for overcoming this harsh reality. "The players are fantastic and you have to understand the 

difficulties," the 54-year-old said. "They have had this situation for the past years and they have 

fantastic power inside themselves." 

Consequently voted Player of the Tournament, Mahmoud stood on the podium to receive the coveted 

trophy from AFC President Mohamed Bin Hammam and FIFA President Joseph S. Blatter, as the Iraqi 

players celebrated winning the continental title for the first time and clinching a place at the FIFA 

Confederations Cup South Africa 2009. 

Trio qualify for Qatar  

On Saturday, Korea Republic claimed the bronze medal after defeating neighbours Japan 6-5 in their 

third consecutive penalty shootout of the tournament. The Koreans had eliminated their old nemesis 

Iran in the quarter-finals, before losing to eventual winners Iraq on penalties in their semi-final. 

Having failed to score for 240 minutes in their two previous games, the Taeguk Warriors had to endure 

another two goalless hours and they were even down to ten men after defender Kang Min-Soo was 

given his second yellow card in the 56th minute. The referee also ordered coach Pim Verbeek, his 
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assistant Hong Myung-Bo, and goalkeeping coach Cossa, who protested against the decision, to leave 

the bench. 

Despite the result it was Verbeek's swansong at the Korean controls, the Dutchman announcing his 

resignation after the game. "It's time for a new challenge," the 51-year-old said. "Before the 

tournament we had a target to win the Asian Cup, but the situation was really bad for us. Although we 

had a good defence, we didn't score enough goals in order to win." 

However, Korea Republic did return home with a considerable reward: qualification to the Asian Cup 

2011. Iraq and Saudi Arabia have also been assured of places in Qatar following the AFC's decision to 

grant the top three teams in this year's competition automatic byes to the finals in four years time.  

 

 

Final  

Sunday, 29 July  

Iraq 1-0 Saudi Arabia 
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Appendix B-2- Spain - 1 
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Appendix B-2- Spain - 2 
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Appendix B-2- Spain -3 
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Appendix B-3- a- Beijing 

 



Copyright of Ms Claudia KUNG for the NSS English Panel Chairperson Course 2007 - 08 

 38

Appendix B-3- a- Nazi-1 
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Appendix B-3- a- Nazi-2 
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Appendix B-3- b- Tibet & Torch Relay - 1 

 
 
Appendix B-3- b- Tibet & Torch Relay – 2  
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1. Do  you  think  it  is  a  good  idea  to  do  that?  Do you  

___________________  it?  Are  you  for  it? 

2. We  want  _______________________.  Please  let  us  go  home.  Please  let  us  

do  anything  we  like. 

3. We  want  _______________.  We  don’t  want  war. 

4. Lee  Lai  Shan  will  be  the  first  runner  in  the  Olympics   ______________   

___________________. 

5. We  don’t  like  what  they  do.  They  hate  what  we  do.  There  are   

________  ______________  between  us. 

6. There  are  too  many  ____________________  in  the  street.  There  may  be  

accidents.  The  police  will  take  some  of  them  away. 

7. We  _______________  flags  to  welcome  them. 

8. We  don’t  want  to  see  them.  We  ___________  them. 

9. Why  do  you  _________________  against  the  plan?  The  plan  is  good  for  

us. 

10. They  try  to  make  him  understand.  They  __________________  to  make  him  

understand. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix B-3- b- Tibet & Torch Relay – 3 
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Embrace  the  Olympic  spirit 
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A. 
spirit            fair  play          opportunity        mutual  understanding 
embrace          highlight           promote          disrupt      solidarity 
 

1. We   will  not  cheat.  We  will  have  _____________________  here. 

2. We  try  our  best.  We  show  the  Olympic  _________________. 

3. Don’t  shout.  Don’t  fight.  Don’t  __________________  the  lesson. 

4. The  mother  and  father  _______________  their  child,  who  have  come  

back  safely. 

5. Underline  this  word  to  _________________  it. 

6. Don’t  argue.  Don’t  fight.  We  must  show  ____________________. 

7. We  take  this  ______________________  to  know  more  about  nature. 

8. We  often  chat  to  increase  _________________________________. 

 
B 
Opening  Ceremony         leader           politics          boycott         
In  order  to               organise         show            respect 
 

1. We  will  stop  buying  their  things  to  _________________  their  shop. 

2. We  should  ________________  other  people,  rich  or  poor. 

3. We  go  there  ______________________  see  our  idol. 

4. We  are  writing  to  invite  you  to  our  ____________________________. 

5. He  is  a  good  group  _________________.  All  the  members  listen  to  him.   

 
C 
Pro-Tibet            ensure          smoothly         fully 
 

1. I  hope  that  there  will  be  no  problems  and  that   everything  will  go  

________________. 

2. Please  _______________  that  the  door  is  closed  before  you  leave. 
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Appendix B-3- b- Tibet & Torch Relay – 4  
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Appendix B-3-c - Ping-pong diplomacy 
Ping-Pong Diplomacy (April 6 - 17, 1971)  

 

One of the first public hints of improved U.S.-China relations came on April 6, 1971, when the American 
Ping-Pong team, in Japan for the 31st World Table Tennis Championship, received a surprise invitation 
from their Chinese colleagues for an all-expense paid visit to the People's Republic. Time magazine called 
it "The ping heard round the world." On April 10, nine players, four officials, and two spouses stepped 
across a bridge from Hong Kong to the Chinese mainland, ushering in an era of "Ping-Pong diplomacy." 
They were the first group of Americans allowed into China since the Communist takeover in 1949.  
 
Ten journalists, including five Americans, were also invited to cover the team’s visit, ending the 
information blockade from the People's Republic in place since 1949. From April 11th to 17th , a delighted 
American public followed the daily progress of the visit in newspapers and on television, as the 
Americans played--and lost-- exhibition matches with their hosts, toured the Great Wall and Summer 
Palace, chatted with Chinese students and factory workers, and attended the Canton Ballet. 
 
Premier Chou En-lai worked the public relations opportunity beautifully, receiving the Americans at a 
banquet in the Great Hall of the People on April 14. "You have opened a new chapter in the relations of 
the American and Chinese people," he told the unlikely diplomats. "I am confident that this beginning 
again of our friendship will certainly meet with majority support of our two peoples." He also extended an 
invitation for more American journalists to visit China, provided they do not "all come at one time." That 
same day, the U.S. announced plans to remove a 20-year embargo on trade with China. A Chinese table 
tennis team reciprocated by visiting the United States.  
 
Ping-Pong was "an apt metaphor for the relations between Washington and Peking" noted a Time reporter, 
as each nation signaled, in turn, its openness to change. Despite the public warming trend, Nixon and 
Kissinger decided to keep their back-channel negotiations with China to themselves. It was not until July 
15, after Kissinger's secret mission to Beijing, that Nixon announced that he, too, would make the journey 
the following year, as the first American president to visit China. 
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Appendix C-3-1 
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Appendix C-3-2 
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Appendix C-3-3 
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Appendix D-3  Tragedy – Munich Olympics Massacre 
Munich Massacre 

The worst tragedy in modern Olympic history 
The Munich Olympics in 1972 were marred by terrorism. 

by Mike Morrison 

In 1972 the Olympics returned to Germany for the first time since 1936. Back then, Nazism was 
hitting its stride and Adolf Hitler hoped to use the Games as a way to show off the "superiority" of 
his Aryan race on a world's stage. 
Most Germans hoped the Munich Games in 1972 would at least in some way help to heal the 
racial wounds caused by Hitler. The world was still rife with political unrest. The Vietnam War 
raged on, racial tensions in the United States persisted, and violence littered the Middle East. 
German president Gustav Heinemann welcomed the Olympics as "a milestone on the road to a 
new way of life with the aim of realizing peaceful coexistence among peoples." 

Eight Arab Terrorists 

On the morning of September 5, with six days left in the Games, the worst tragedy in Olympic 
history hit. Eight Arab terrorists stormed into the Olympic village and raided the apartment 
building that housed the Israeli contingent. Two Israeli athletes were killed and nine more were 
seized as hostages. They demanded the release of over 200 Palestinians serving time in Israeli 
jails, along with two renowned German terrorists. 
After a day of unsuccessful negotiations, the terrorists collected the hostages and headed for the 
military airport in Munich for a flight back to the Middle East. At the airport, German 
sharpshooters opened fire, killing three of the Palestinians. A horrifying gun battle ensued, 
claiming the lives of all nine of the hostages, along with one policeman and two terrorists. 

Controversial Decision 

Athletic competition was suspended for 24 hours. During a day of mourning, a memorial service 
was held at the main stadium in front of 80,000 spectators. In a controversial decision, IOC 
president Avery Brundage declared, "the Games must go on." And so they did, with the Olympic 
and national flags flying at half-mast. 
The most memorable footage from Munich should have been that of American swimmer Mark 
Spitz winning his seventh gold medal or 17-year-old Russian gymnast Olga Korbut wowing the 
world on the balance beam. Instead, we're left with disturbing photos of terrorists in ski masks 
and of a policeman standing on the roof of the compound waiting to pounce with a 
semi-automatic weapon. And ultimately we're left with the video of ABC announcer Jim McKay 
uttering his fateful words, "They're all gone." 

http://www.infoplease.com/spot/A0107568.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/people/A0858633.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/people/A0823832.html
http://www.infoplease.com/year/1972.html
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/A0001292.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/world/A0833071.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/people/A0823216.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/society/A0804466.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/world/A0834436.html
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/A0109043.html
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/A0201477.html
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/A0109665.html
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/A0109665.html
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/A0109363.html
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Appendix D-1- Footballer Beckham 
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Appendix D-1- Swimmer Shanteau 
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Appendix D-1- Disabled cyclist Otxoa – 1  
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Appendix D-1- Disabled cyclist Otxoa – 2  
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Appendix D-1- Blind mountaineer Welhenmayer – 1  
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Appendix D-1- Blind mountaineer Welhenmayer – 2 
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Appendix D-2 - Gamesmanship - 1 
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Appendix D-2 - Sportsmanship / gamesmanship – 2 

 



Copyright of Ms Claudia KUNG for the NSS English Panel Chairperson Course 2007 - 08 

 60

Appendix D-2 - Sportsmanship / gamesmanship – 3  
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Appendix D-3 – Doping - 1 
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Appendix D-3 – Doping – 2   (July, 2007)  
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Appendix D-3 – Doping – 3  (July, 2008) 
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Appendix D-3 – Doping – 4  
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Appendix D-4 – Literature - 1   
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Appendix D-4 – Literature – 2  

 


	Activity: Discussion
	B.  National / International perspectives

	Munich Massacre
	The worst tragedy in modern Olympic history
	The Munich Olympics in 1972 were marred by terrorism.
	by Mike Morrison
	Eight Arab Terrorists
	Controversial Decision



